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Framework for Discussion
· Means fair and just

· Unique characteristics of child

· Personal and social growth

1. DMC 

Strengths and weaknesses for moving forward:

· 3 jurisdiction project

· No statewide data

· No statewide initiative

Next step to move forward

· Publish data widely by jurisdictions

(Concern about the quality of this data)

Question for Chris Bray about data:

Can data be provided for DMC?
· Jeri Boisvert and Chris are going to pull together a team to start to identify useful data.

2. Mental Health/Chemical Dependency

Should mental health be imbedded into treatment and most salient discussion point

Salient discussion point: 

· Funding following services, not person, creating barriers for access

3. Family Involvement/Youth Engagement

“Nothing about us without us” – would that work, question asked to youth on panel

· Would love to if it would lead to real improvement, but don’t have chances to do that.”  

· Would adults listen?

Lack of trust and faith between systems, family and youth seen as dysfunctional, so shared engagement is hard, what does it take to make it work?

· Get over blaming and shaming families

- Recognize the information families can bring

· Meet when families can

· Help families build the support and skills they need to help form policy

Does Minnesota juvenile justice systems have the capacity to do this?

· Hope so

4. Evidence-Based Practices

How does this apply in Minnesota?

· 2 presentations raised different perspectives; scientific and community
· Need some common ground of science and community programs

· Sponsored by state

· Uses outcomes

5. After Care

Salient Point:

· Critical to success of any intervention

· Identified barriers, most crucial is more coordination/sharing of data

Younger vs. Older discussion

· Youth with criminal histories that keep them from housing, employment

Focus on programmatic but we don’t focus as much on people who are “connection points” – did group talk about this?

· Talked about family component

· Need for resources to help in each unique situation

· Need DMV to work with us

6. Systems Coordination

Main barriers to systems coordination
· Need a good list serv re: impacting policy

· Better information, use of data to understand data, gaps

· Dollars to support at a state level

· Culture (organizations) that inhibits

· Support helpful leadership

Coordination across systems like case management?

· Not discussed in group

7. Prevention/Intervention

How can we move funding more to prevention?

· On-going frustration

· Need a vision for juvenile justice, development or punishment

· Fund strategies that “work”, like restorative work

· Get some clear goals

Maintain momentum?

· Use group as experts thru list serv

· Annual forum with goals and reporting

8. Courts

Ready to serve as a driver for reforms?

· Need real communication; judges know families/youth the least but talk/decide the most

· Individuals focus mean listening more; open door policies, ask for help more

Since judges are held in high esteem, will the drive this?

· They want success

9. Role of the Schools
Zero tolerance mindset, did it come up?  How do we keep kids connected?

· Focus more on keeping kids in school through strong relationships and supports

· Need for coordination for solutions across systems

· Push to increase graduation rates can help to focus on engaging all youth

Sharing information across systems?

· Not a topic

Summary Comments by Shay Bilchik:

1. Georgetown Survey on key issues regarding juvenile justice:

· Community-based services

· Work force

· Family/youth engagement (new recognition of importance)

2. Evidence-Based Practices (not programs)

· Low case loads (example)

· Need to talk about workforce training and support

3. DMC

· Need to mine data, leadership etc., and move this issue will benefit all our children.
Minneapolis Youth Congress Comments

· 55 youth from across the city

· “No decisions about us, without us”

· Issues: transportation, safety, housing, education, etc.

· Provided input on Minneapolis Violence Prevention Blueprint: Juvenile gun offender law

· A Youth Connection in planning, September 2008

· “Why don’t youth and cops get along, conversation under development.”

· Need for youth workers to “have a  heart/passion” for their work

· Cannot be “just a job” helping all youth to succeed

· “Just go up to them” (young people)

Commitments
1. Lenny Castro, Hennepin County Public Defender:

2. Senator Mee Mou, St. Paul: Children and youth legislative priority and juvenile justice is a key issue.  The legislature will establish a children and youth caucus with a staff person.

3. Curt Peterson, Juvenile Justice Coalition of Minnesota: Follow-up with listserv, aftercare statewide initiative, developing standards for law enforcement diversion

4. Richard Gardell, JJAC: JDAI expansion, DMC will stay a priority

