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Family Voices (1:15 – 2:15 p.m.)
Presenters: 
Parents and one youth involved in the system

Moderator: 
Suzette Scheeley, NAMI- Minnesota

Note Taker: 
Carol Thomas, Minnesota Department of Education

* This session agreed the personal information shared by the panel members would only be used within the room and not disseminated.  The notes below only cover general themes.  
Barriers/Road Blocks

· Difficulty working with schools to keep youth engaged and learning.

· Lack of appropriate juvenile resources during crises periods; amount of time needed to access and be heard

· Money to access needed resources strains family’s ability to pay

· Petty offenses are overlooked due to limited resources, so opportunities for intervention are lost

· Short term treatment options do not always help, but longer term options are hard to find

· Lack of communication between “systems” and family/youth

· Geographic distances to access resources

Themes

· Link between juvenile justice involvement and abandonment, limitations from pre-natal harm, mental health concerns, truancy

Positives/What Worked for Youth/Families

· Restorative practices

· Strengths focused education/learning

· Strong, on-going relationships with key individuals in addition to families was important

- Needed to have the time for this.

· Web of community resources that are focused on development

- Needs continuity in staffing to avoid “starting over” every time

· Longer term interactions that weave together residential, out-patient services with community engagement/services
- multi-disciplinary: health, learning, mental health

